336     LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER From General Kautz
Ed. Qrta Cav'y .Die., Army Corps, Jordan's Newmarket Road,
Oct 7th, 1864, 6 o'clock, P.M.
Major General BUTLER, Comdg.
GENERAL: I am camped here and will picket out in front of Spring Hill until further orders. My command has suffered heavily to-day. We held on as long as we could, and I supposed I could hold them, but after three hours' fighting they came on me in superior numbers and drove us back. I lost the artillery in the swamp, through which the enemy forced me to retreat, by getting on my right flank and cutting me off from the Darby Road. Nine officers and three hundred and nineteen men are killed, wounded, or missing, most of them missing. My Adjt., Gen. Capt. Asch, and Lt. Beers, Aide-de-Camp, are captured. Eight pieces of artillery are lost. I have sent a squadron out to the Darby Road that reports the enemy have retired. I can go back in the morning and re-establish my line but, as I said before, it is an exposed
posi on.                                  Very respectfully, etc.,
A. V. KAUTZ, Brig. Gen. Comdg. Division
From General Butler to General Grant
Head Qrs , Oct. 7th, 6 P.M.
AT 6.45 this morning, the enemy having moved Quid's and Hoke's Divisions from the left at Chaffin's farm round to our right at Darbytown Road, attacked with spirit Kautz's cavalry in their entrenchments, and drove him back with small loss of men but with the loss of his artillery. The enemy suffered very considerable loss in this attack. The enemy then swept down the entrenchments toward Birney, who having thrown back his right waited their assault and repulsed it with very heavy loss on the part of the enemy. The enemy in the meantime advanced toward New Market, but were met by a force at the Signal Tower. At three P.M. I took the offensive, sending Birney with two divisions up the Darbytown Road. The enemy has retreated as he advanced, and he now has reached and occupies the entrenchments which the enemy took from Kautz and were fortifying for themselves. Our loss has been small, not that of the enemy's. We have about a hundred prisoners. Will telegraph if anything of interest occurs.
BENJ. F. BUTLEB, Maj. Gen'l. Comd'g.